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  Police Launch Campaign Targeting Motorists Who Use Mobile Phones Whilst Driving 

The four police forces in Wales, led by Dyfed-Powys Police and in partnership with Road Safety Wales, recently launched a 
major crackdown on motorists who use mobile phones whilst driving.  

The All Wales enforcement 
campaign ran from Thursday 
September 24 to Wednesday 
October 7, and urged all road users 
to ‘keep their eyes on the road’ and 
not be distracted by answering 
their mobile phone, reading a text 
or going online. 

Nationally, the numbers of 
motorists using mobile phones to 
make calls, texts or social media 
updates whilst driving is a problem, 
and distracted driving is expected 
to be the biggest single cause of 
death and injuries on roads as a 
result in 2015. 

During the campaign 571 drivers 
were caught using their mobile phones whilst driving. Officers also detected 200 other offences whilst carrying out checks – they 
included offences known to contribute to fatal and serious collisions, such as drink and drug driving, speed, not wearing a seat 
belt, carelessness, no insurance, drugs and construction and use offences. 

Penalties 

You can get a fixed penalty notice if you’re caught using a mobile phone whilst driving, resulting in a £100 fine and 3 points on 
your licence.  Also, if a driver gets just 6 points in the first two years after passing their test, they will lose their licence.  
 
Your case could also go to court and you could be disqualified from driving or riding and get a maximum fine of £1,000.  
Drivers of buses or goods vehicles could get a maximum fine of £2,500. 



Multimedia Anti Drink/Drug Driving Competition 2015 

 
To promote the anti drink/drug and driving message, youth organisations, schools and colleges have been invited to devise, 
perform and record a live action multimedia presentation that will warn people of the dangers and/or consequences of driving 
under the influence of drink and/or drugs.  
 
With the introduction of a new law relating to drug driving, Road Safety Wales welcomed entries with an anti drug driving theme. 
 
The winning entry for each local authority is submitted to the Regional Competition. Winners of the Regional Competition will 
receive £500 for the school/college/organisation they represent. Nationally, the four Regional winning entries will be invited to 
receive their prize at the All Wales Anti Drink/Drug Drive Campaign launch on 25 November 2015 (all expenses will be covered).  
 
Judging for the national competition took place on Monday 2 November 2015 and the winners will be announced shortly. 
To find out more about the competition visit www.roadsafetywales.org.uk/publicity  
 

CRASH Cards 

 
Motorcyclists in Wales are being encouraged to carry free CRASH Cards which contain potentially life-saving information in the 
event of an incident.  

Launched by Road Safety Wales, the CRASH Cards are being 
made available from motorcycle dealers and road safety teams 
throughout Wales. The cards contain space to record 
information which could be vital to paramedics – including 
medical history and details of any medication currently being 
taken. There is also space to list the name and contact number 
of a next of kin. 

The CRASH cards were created by the Ambulance Motorcycle 
Club (AMC), and are already used in a number of areas in 
England, Northern Ireland and parts of Wales. 

Road safety teams have worked in partnership with other road 
safety professionals who make up Road Safety Wales, and the 
scheme also has the backing of the Wales NHS Ambulance 
Trust.  
 
Place the green dot on the right hand corner or your visor/helmet to alert emergency responders to your CRASH Card, which can 
be put in the lining of your helmet.  

Contact your local Road Safety Officer to obtain your free CRASH Card - details can be found here: Road Safety Wales: Contacts 

Horse Rider Safety 

Motorists and horse riders both have a right to use to road.  They also share a responsibility to 
consider each other’s needs.  
 
RIDERS should ensure that they can control the horse, and that the saddle and other equipment 
fit well and is in good condition before taking horses on the road. Horses that are inexperienced 
in riding on the road, or are nervous of traffic, should be ridden by experienced riders and be 
accompanied by other, less nervous horses. 
Where possible, please avoid busy high speed roads and difficult junctions, such as 
roundabouts.  Ensure you can be seen at all times – wearing quality kit could save you both.  
 
DRIVERS should watch out for horses on the road, especially when approaching bends and on 
narrow rural roads. They should always slow down when seeing a horse and drive past slowly, 
giving them plenty of room and being ready to stop if necessary. Drivers should never sound 
their horn or rev their engine near horses. 

http://www.roadsafetywales.org.uk/publicity
http://roadsafetywales.co.uk/contacts/index.htm


  Volvo Showcases Autonomous Driving Software Ahead of Public Trials 

Volvo has shown how drivers of its vehicles will be able to shift into autonomous driving modes in the future.  

The new interface - dubbed IntelliSafe Auto Pilot - has been shown in action on the XC90 SUV and features steering wheel-
mounted paddles that light up when the car reaches a section of road that has been approved for autonomous driving. These 
sections of approved road are also shown when a navigation route is programmed at the start of the journey. 

When drivers place their hands on the paddles for a given 
time, the car takes over driving functions for as long as it is 
travelling on an approved road. A 60-second countdown 
alerts drivers when autonomous driving functions are being 
turned off and control is to be handed back to the driver. If 
the driver fails to regain control of the car, the vehicle 
brings itself to a halt. The IntelliSafe system uses a series of 
radars, cameras and laser sensors that allow the car to 
'read' the road ahead. 

The system will be tested in a series of wide-scale 
autonomous driving trials, which are scheduled to start in 
Gothenburg in 2017 as part of the Drive Me project. A 
group of 100 XC90s - all fitted with the autonomous driving 
software - will be driven on around 30 miles of selected 
roads. 

Announcing the Drive Me project earlier this year, Volvo revealed that the XC90s used in the autonomous trials will be owned by 
customers, with the first owners due to be recruited next year. The trials are due to last until 2019, with 2020 being set as a 
"realistic target" for the first production vehicles. 

Motorcycle Safety in Wales Reaches 'Sticking Point' 

Motorcyclists were 77 times more likely to be killed or seriously injured than drivers of other vehicles on Welsh roads in 2014. 
 
Welsh riders account for 37% of deaths and injuries on the roads - despite them making up just 1% of traffic.  
Chris Hume, of Welsh road casualty reduction 
partnership GoSafe, said the abundance of rural 
roads in Wales - a big draw for weekend riders - 
played a part.  

"We have some lovely roads in Wales that attract 
motorcyclists in terms of their nature. Who wouldn't 
want to come to Wales to ride in the summer?" he 
said. 

"We are not trying to stop people from coming to 
Wales, we just want people to ride sensibly and for 
other road users to be aware." 

Some campaigners have called for speed limits on 
some country roads to be lowered from 60 mph to 
50. But Mr Hume said it would "not necessarily solve 
the problem for that minority who think the limits 
are for someone else" 

In a bid to tackle the problem, the Welsh government has awarded nearly £4m to 30 road safety improvement schemes in 14 local 
authority areas. 

It has also given £180,000 to help motorcyclists improve their skills. 



Part-time 20mph Speed Limits for Welsh Schools 

Transport Minister, Edwina Hart, has announced a £4.5m three-year 
programme to improve safety at more than 40 schools on trunk roads 
throughout Wales, mostly through the use of part-time 20mph speed limits.  

Following a Welsh Government review of safety on walking and cycling routes 
to schools on Wales’ trunk road network, 56 schools were identified as having 
potential for road safety improvements. Earlier this year part-time advisory 
20mph speed limits were introduced at eight schools, and they are now in the 
process of being made permanent. 

The Minister announced 41 more schools would receive part time 20mph 
limits, three will get engineering measures to improve safety and four had no measures identified but will now be part of 
discussions with the local authority about what else can be done to improve safety. The work will be completed over the next 
three years. 

Part time limits work through the use of electronic signs that indicate the 20mph speed limits during school pick-up and drop-off 
times. Outside of those times the usual speed limits will apply. 

Smoking in Vehicles 

It is now illegal to smoke in a car (or other vehicle) with anyone under 18. The law changed on 1 October 2015, to protect 
children and young people from the dangers of secondhand smoke. 

Both the driver and the smoker could be fined £50. The law applies to every driver in England and Wales, including those aged 17 
if there is someone else aged under-18 in the car and those with a provisional driving licence. 

The law applies: 

 to any private vehicle that is enclosed wholly or partly by a roof 
 when people have the windows or sunroof open, or the air conditioning on 
 when someone sits smoking in the open doorway of a vehicle  

The law does not apply to: 

 e-cigarettes 
 a driver who is 17 years old if they are on their own in the car  
 a convertible car with the roof completely down 

There is evidence that even with windows open, the level of toxic chemicals remains high. 
 
Every time a child breathes in secondhand smoke, they breathe in thousands of chemicals. This puts them at risk of serious 
conditions including meningitis, cancer, bronchitis and pneumonia. It can also make asthma worse. 



Tyre Safety 

Correct tyre care and maintenance is critical for your safety, no matter what type of vehicle you are driving.  
During Tyre Safety Month 2015, this October, drivers have been encouraged to check the air pressure, condition and tread 
depth of their tyres at least once a month. 
 
Tread depth has a huge affect on the way your vehicle accelerates, brakes and handles. Safe tyres with legal tread depth will 
reduce the risks to you, your passengers and other road users.  Relying on tyres with illegal tread depth not only reduces your 
safety on the road but also risks a fine of up to £2,500 and three penalty points for each illegal tyre. 

Safe tyres are vital all year round – they are your vehicle’s only point of contact with the road.  For more information go to: 
http://www.rospa.com/road-safety/advice/vehicles/tyre-safety-technology/information/ 

Any Finally… 

 

Animals in the road could take you udderly by surprise.  
 
Surveys have shown that drivers on rural roads drive with less care than they do on urban roads, as they are usually quieter and 
they believe it’s safer to break the speed limit.  However, rural roads present many unforeseen hazards, such as blind bends, 
hidden dips, fallen leaves or vegetation, as well as MOO-ving hazards such as animals. 

Always expect the unexpected. You never know what’s around the next corner… 

 
See Road Safety Wales on: Facebook  www.facebook.com/roadsafetywales  
                                                 Twitter      @roadsafetywales 
    
Email: rpimm@rospa.com  Tel: 02920 250600 

RoSPA is not responsible for the content of external internet sites 
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